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love ; together with the study of Scripture, in which these truths lay, had sheltered and protected him in his most dangerous years, had been his comfort and stay when he was forlorn, and had brought him on in habits of devotion, till the time came when he was to dedicate himself to the Christian ministry. And he ever felt grateful to the good clergyman who introduced them to him, and to the books, such as Scott's 'Force of Truth,' Beveridge's ' Private Thoughts,' and Doddridge's ' Eise and Progress,3 which insist upon them ; but, after all, the Evangelical teaching, considered as a system and in what was peculiar to itself, had from the first failed to find a response in his own religious experience, as afterwards in his parochial. He had, indeed, been converted by it to a spiritual life, and so far his experience bore witness to its truth ; but he had not been converted in that special way which it laid down as imperative, but so plainly against rule, as to make it very doubtful in the eyes of normal Evangelicals whether he had really been converted at all. Indeed, at various times of his life, as, for instance, after the publication of his ' Apologia/ letters, kindly intended, were addressed to him by strangers or anonymous writers, assuring him that he did iiot yet know what conversion meant, and that the all-important change had still to be wrought in him if he was to be saved.
And he himself quite agreed in the facts which were the premisses of these writers, though, of course, he did not feel himself obliged to follow them on to their grave conclusion. He was sensible that he had ever been wanting in those special Evangelical experiences whichr like the grip of the hand or other prescribed signs of a secret society, are the sure token of a member. There is, among his private papers, a memorandum on the subject much to the point, which he set down originally in 1821, and transcribed and commented on in 1826. In 1821—the date, be it observed, when he was more devoted to the Evangelical creed, and more strict in his religious duties than at any previous time—he had been drawing up at great length an account of the Evangelical process of conversion in a series of Scripture texts, going through its stages of conviction of sin, terror, despair, news of the free I hi we not looked out 'th» inwm^Q; but 1 it tit HI 1 inoant jMitcluni. Cathe)liolum nifty bo heitl in bits uttd piocttn | I m will look out tho phrase,'tituttHlo|NMt-htuul0() »*nf in ftp* M*ri In*, as their enemies would say, a clique, which was characterised by its spirit of moderation and comprehension,f jwrt lh% tliiitn^l^ti^                         i«i llir ritnir «€1    I"**   .   *4|<t    »l*
